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Y2K, Overnight 

What Happened the Night the 
World Sighed With Relief? 

Max DeReamer 

Where were the 
crashing PCs? Where 
were the power 
outages? Where were 
the lost bank accounts? 

Where were the 
crashing airplanes and 
elevators? 

Y2k, the past 

The Y2k problem 
or millenium bug has a 
number of faces. Intel PCs have bios 
problems that might leave them un- 
bootable after 1-1-2000. PLC chips used 
in communications and power 
distribution devices can fail when their 
clocks tick over and the year 99 
becomes 100, spilling data into the bit 
bucket. 

Fears were that phones, power, 
sewage, water, and heating services 
would all be disrupted. So the US at 
least has been working hard for five to 
twenty years to fix these problems. 

Since the PLC manufacturers in some 
sectors have become extinct, new ones 
came in and helped replace the existing 
PLCs. 

Bigger problems exist in custom 
software built by or for companies. 
Algorithms meant to function no more 
than ten years have outlasted 
themselves, unable to properly perform 
date calculations on years greater than 
99. This malfunction could mean checks 
are written too small, too large, or not at 
all. That money doesn’t get deposited, 
airplanes don’t get proper service or 
fueling, or that hospital patients get too 
many xrays. Anything controlled by a 


computer for a certain length of time 
could be impacted. 

There are a lot of dates that are 
hazardous, too. Jan 1, 1999, quarterly 
dates, and fiscal calculations all the way 
into 2001 could be impacted by 


software glitches. Some COBOL and 
Assembler code has a glitch that screws 
up after 9-9-99 since some programmers 
used that date to signal null conditions 
or other special meanings ’’since that 
program would not be used on that 
day!” 

continued on page 4 


Milan 

"Your Personal Computer" 

by Jorgen Nyberg 

I have noticed that at least in Europe, 
there is a lot of interest in this new 
"Power Computer”. Here are some of 
my thoughts after using it for 6-7 
months. I used to have a STE with 4 MB 
Ram and a SMI24 monochrome screen. 
So it was quite a leap to go to 48 MB 
Ram and a 17 inch SVGA. And I really 
must say that I use my computer much 
more for serious work now than I used 
to. 

Buying a new computer 

I gave it a lot of thought before I 

continued on page 3 
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ABOUT AUNT 

Atari Users of North Texas is a 
Dallas-based Atari user’s group with a 
unique blend of computerists from 
disciplines ranging from engineers to 
stay at home moms. The technology of 
the group has changed with the times 
and you can expect us to Keep 
changing right along with it. 

AUNT meets monthly at Crystal’s in 
Irving at 11:00 AM for pizza and good 
fellowship. Times and location m^ 
change. Check our web site for more 
information. 

AUNT hosts two weekly online chats, 
Wednesday and Saturday nights. 

AUNT DUES are $20 annually for full 
membership. $12 annually to receive 
newsletters only. 

AUNT BYTES 
Newsletter Editor 

Max DeReamer 

AUNT OFFICERS 
President 

xonmeWebb ~* 
lwebb@atariusers.com 
214-649-5686 

Vice President 

John Battey 
john@atariusers.com 

Secretary/T reasurer 

Cristine Webb 
cris@atariusers.com 

INFORMATION 
Software Questions 

John Battey 
john@atariusers com 

Hardware Questions 

Jeff Wilner 
817-467-7478 

ATARI USERS ONLINE 
Webmaster 


Hi, aga in, 

We did it! 

We pulled off a newsletter with color and it seems to have been a big 
hit! Thanks, Max! Excellent job! 

Once again, Max has pulled together a nice newsletter. Hopefully we can 
get enough advertising dollars to swing another slick-covered edition 
soon. 

Regardless of the cover there is excellent material inside again. We 
have product reviews for the A tari and Internet realms and a nice Milan 
piece from overseas. I know Max was disappointed that there were no 
major companies or governments that were devastated by Y2K. We had 
a fun, although stressful evening watching the docks tick over. 

The web site is now getting software updates. Be sure and check it out. 
We are trying to add something new every other week. You can check 
weekly anyway to keep up on Sev Trek. 

We certainly had a great time at the A UNT Christmas Party. You can 
read about that elsewhere, as well as the latest installment from David 
Acklam. I hope you can make it out to Crystal's for the next meeting. 

Happy 2000! 

Lonnie Webb 
A UN T pres iden t 
lwebb@atariusers.com 


Submissions 

Articles for the Newsletter should be sent to editor@atariusers.com . Preferred file 
format is ASCII. Graphics are preferred to be in GIF or JPG format as all 
submissions may find themselves on the web site. We reserve the right to exclude or 
edit any or all content on the basis of accuracy, quality, and good taste. 

Disclaimer 

The opinions, statements, positions and views stated herein are those of the author(s) 
and are not intended to be the opinions, statements, or views of Atari Users of North 
Texas( A U N T ). AUNT is not responsible for the accuracy of information 
contained in advertisements or articles. 


Lonnie Webb 
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Milan 

continued from page 1 
decided to splash out the money, but 
once I already had been thinking about 
buying a PAK 68/3 for my STE I 
already had half the money saved. And 
it was only 1/3 of what a decent MAC 
would cost me and about half a PC so I 
decided to stay with TOS. 

Then it was time for the waiting 
game, it was something like 6 weeks 
delivery time The main reason was that 
they have a production rate slightly over 
50 computers a month. And they sold 
them faster then they could manufacture 
them, that's the main reason why they 
haven't exported them outside of 
Europe. 

Hardware 

The CPU is a MC68040 at 25 MHz 
with built in Fpu and cache. Speaking of 
the cache, some older programs don't 
w ork with it on but if I switch the cache 
off, start the program, and after its 
loaded I switch it on,then every thing is 
fine. Then there's a 512 KB Flash- 
Eprom for the TOS, which is 
upgradable via software, 3 slots for 
ISA-card. 4 slots for PCl-card. 4 
Simmslots for 72-pins EDO-rain, 2 
IDE-slots. It came with 16 MB ram 
installed, mouse, keyboard and a S3- 
Trio'graphics card with 2MB onboard 
ram that can go up to 608 x 800 in 32 
bits colour. I'm using 1024 x 768 in 16 
bits colour to get some more space. 

Then 1 also added a little extra, 48 MB 
ram . useful if your w orking on big 
pictures and have 4-5 prg's working at 
the same time. 16x CDRom, useful 
because you get a CD with software on. 
SCSI card so I can use my old 
harddisks. Milanblaster, a 
Soundblastercard with software. Zip- 
drive (250MB) as backup, USRobotics 
V.90 modem. HP Deskjet 690C printer 
and a 17 inch Hyundai Svga-screen. 

Software 

First there's Milan-MultiOS 1.2 and 
Ming (desktop). Tos 4, HDDriver 7.6, 
BubbleGem 0.7, QED 4.10, ST-Guide. 
Aniplayer 2.02. Gemdemo 0.5, 

GemJing 1.30, LHarc 3.12, Olga 1.3, 
Start Me Up 7.02, STZip 2.0. Multistrip 
1.4. Toswin2, Bigdos, Metados and 2 
games Dr Who and Swap. Home- 


versions (some functions disabled) of 
Arthur 1.8, Draconis 1.0b, Papyrus 6.20, 
Smurf 1.04 and Texel 2.1. 
Milan-Multi-Os 

Everything was installed w hen it 
came so it was easy to get started. 
Basically it's NAES although they call it 
Milan-Multi-Os. That means pre- 
empetive multitasking which is easy to 
get used to. I have only started the 
computer in singletasking one time, to 
test some old software. And because it's 
basically NAES you can upgrade the 
kernel (freeMint). 



The latest Atari computer: Milan in 
HP Pavilion- and Apple G4-clothes. 


Ming 

The desktop is Tiling 1.27 although 
it's called Ming, at least i think there's 
no difference, i haven't spotted any. It's 
a modem desktop with a lot of 
functions. One can use Cut and Copy 
between windows or Drag&Drop. 
Realtime scrolling, with selectable 
speed. Automatic sizing and placing of 
windows. Selection of files in 
background windows. Auto-locator, 
press "z" and all files beginning with z 
is marked and then continue with the 
second letter and so on . Right mouse 
button can either act as double click or 
you can have context menus on it. You 
can choose font, or have mini-icons, 
group windows, aliases, CPX, and 


much, much more. 

Compatibility 

Generally speaking most things 
work, some older programs doesn't like 
multitasking. Games does not work 
because they call the hardware direct, 
except GEM games w hich work just 
fine. But I'm not much of a game player. 
I use it mainly for internet and office 
work. For word processing I use 
Papyrus 5 (latest Swedish version) and 
Qed. For internet I use Sting, CAB. 
aFTP and MyMail. When I'm coding on 
my homepage I use Joe. And for 
graphics it's Smurf and Positive Image. 

Conclusion 

I really can't compare it with my 
STE, the leap is to big. 1 mean just 
starting programs is now a matter of 
seconds instead of almost minutes. The 
feeling of the speed is something like a 
PowerMac G3 100-133 MHz (my 
personal opinion). And having all those 
lovely pixels is a blessing when 
working in several programs at once. If 
you are considering upgrading to a new 
computer and want to stay with TOS 
there's really just tw o alternatives. 

Milan or Hades and considering that 
you get something like 2.5 Milan for the 
same price as one Hades there's no 
competition I think. I am very pleased 
and don't regret the buy one second. If 
any of you have questions about 
anything concerning Milan don't feel 
afraid to ask me. i will try to answer, no 
questions are silly or stupid. There was 
one guy who wanted to test if a database 
from -85 worked before he bought a 
Milan, one would think that a new 
database w ould cost him peanuts but he 
"was used to it" (yes it worked). 



Products mentioned 


Milan computer http:/Avww.milan-computer.de/gb/products/milanIIOl.html 


About the author 


Jdr gen Nyberg contributes regularly to newsgroups and has become a regular on 
our weekly chats. 

E-mail: iorHen.nyberg@mailbox.hogia.net 

H omepage: http :/Avww-pp. ho gia. net/i or gen, nvber g/indexe. html _ 
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WEBb's World 

Lonnie Webb, A UNT President 

Building the Web 

There are a lot of web editing tools available now. In this and 
upcoming articles we will explore the different tools that make web 
page design more fun and more productive. 

When it comes to leading edge web tools there are two historical 
sources: Macromedia and Adobe. 

Macromedia DreamWeaver 3 vs. Adobe GoLive 1.0 
In it's third generation it is hard to knock DreamWeaver. It has 
everything a beginner could ask for: a simple WYSIWYG interface 
that works at least as well as MS Word, a GUI that makes HTML 
tag hassles a thing of the past, and a stable work environment. 

For the advanced designer, DreamWeaver has easy means for 
customizations, and expandability. Most of DreamWeaver seems to 
be based on simple, yet elegant JavaScript code that reinforces 
Macromedia's commitment to keep the spirit of the web by using 
existing standards and tools. 

The look has improved and the GUI has certainly smoothed out 
since earlier versions. The tools handles templates well and 
provides a much nicer interface in terms of screen real estate. 

HTML source editing has improved and $eems to work better with 
•"ASP'fhanln^ast vetadns? " 

Adobe GoLive is making it's first appearance. As a first generation 
tool it does stack up nicely in terms of features. GoLive also has a 
WYSIWYG interface. It's very well done GUI on the other hand is 
cumbersome and hard to use. Familiar to Photoshop users, the 
Mac-Like interface discards all the Windows-intuitive hotkeys and 
window behavior. This alone counteracts the beauty of the interface 
and serious impacts productivity. 

HTML editing has a long way to go. GoLive cannot open pages 
consistently. It is so bad that it is similar to viewing HTML through a 
handheld or character-based browser. 

Better than Notepad, the tool is enchanting, but it is clear that 
Adobe rushed this one to market to soon. 

Conclusion 

Dreamweaver wins hands down. Adobe might be on top in twelve 
months, but Macromedia also has twelve more months to be 
innovative. 

Next time, a look a the new Visual Page editor from Symantec. 


Y2K 

continued from page 1 

The US, threatened with real 
terrorist activity, shut down a lot of web 
site to protect them from malicious 
hackers. 

Most US companies and individuals 
chose to confront this problem 
beginning in the mid 90's. Some earlier, 
some at the last minute. Some saved 
some dough and closed their doors 

Y2k, the present 

Jan 1, 2000 the cars started. The 
food is in good supply. The power is on. 
The nuclear reactors are in good shape. 

The admins were up all night 
watching the systems. The programmers 
had to w ork Jan 1 to check the 
databases. 

Paranoia gripped some people who 
sold everything and moved into the 
woods. There are those that sat up all 
night with shotguns pointed at the door. 
Some filled their bathtubs with water. 
Some bought gas masks. One lady in 
Thailand didn't answer her business 
phone all day for fear of catching Y2K 

There w ere a lot of web sites that 
used the same date code. You can visit 
the Y2k Screw Ups on AtariUsers.com 
to see screen shots of many of them. 
Most of them w ere harmless. Dates in 
the form Jan 1, 19100 or Jan 1. 1900 or 
Jan 1, 202000. 

In Britain, cashless vending 
machines foiled, credit card readers 
failed, and the government's train site 
was hacked. This is also on the screw- 
ups. Perhaps the government agencies 
weren't paranoid here. 

A number of system failures 
occurred at a nuclear facility' in Japan. 
Three nuclear plants in San Francisco 
"hiccuped," whatever that means. US 
spy satellites suffered system outages. 

WCI has already been asked to w ork 
on systems that were never tested. Some 
financial software has miscalculated the 
value of certain funds by placing the 
decimal too far to the right. We think 
this was fixed. 

Many have shouted victory. 
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Y2U; the future 

We're out of the woods? No. You 
might move back into the house, but 
watch those stocks. 

Some one million companies in the 
US did nothing about the Y2k glitches. 
Mam countries did nothing. There w ill 
be financial and shipping problems on 
Mondaj and some experts are saying 
w e won't accurately assess the 
remaining issues for six months. 

The nature of these w ill be minor 
but could still impact our economy. 

Here s a hkeh scenario. A compam 
here wants to sell x.OOO new computers. 
x.000 components are ordered from a 
company in Pakistan(yeah. I know). The 
order isn't confirmed and it is 
discovered that date sensitive 
programming doesn't send out requests 
that are sent out for years less than S4 
(00 is less than S4). 

The order is corrected. The parts are 
not assembled on time because of 
similar problems in manufacturing. 

These problems are corrected. The 
pails ship late because the shipping firm 
has the same bug in their tracking 
software. 

This problem is corrected. 
Meanwhile, the US company has 
ordered the same product from another 
company and gets both shipments 
(which it has to pay for) one month late. 
Also in the meantime, the demand for 
the new computers has failed. The US 
company has to pay for parts it can't use 
and actually has to lay off people hired 
to build the additional computers. 

It isn't a big stretch to see how likely 
this scenario is and to see how even a 
minimal depression in the economy is 
likely 

Y2k, the Cover Up 

The IRS refuses to admit that it's 
w eek-long outage was related to Y2k. It 
is conceivable that no agency, company, 
or country will admit to having 
overlooked Y2K issues. This w ill 
become the Emperor's Clothes story of 
2000 ! 

Nobody wants to risk Y2k law suits, 
either. Y2K lawy ers took it on the chin 
in terms of credibility w hen they had no 


cause to file their long-awaited suits. 
And as long as there is plausible 
deniability that it the way it will remain. 

Unless there is a major impact down 
the road, talk of Y2k from here out w ill 
be like Kennedy conspiracies. 

Y2k, the conclusion 

We haven't seen the end to tins 
stoiy. We hope it will have a happy 
ending, and we still haven't stocked up 
on the water and stemos! 

Whatever happens, we can survive 
it. We can learn a lesson from bad 
programming mistakes, short 
sightedness, even paranoia. Will we 
though? 

December 1999 
MeetingMinutes 

by Cristine Webb 
A UNT Secretary Treasurer 

December Meeting and 
Christmas Party 

The December AUNT meeting was 
held during the AUNT Christmas party 
December 4. Following a delicious 
steak dinner, the meeting was called to 
order by cook Lonnie Webb. 

Follow ing a short discussion about 
AUNT's immediate future, the annual 
election was held. The officers for 2000 
are: 

Lonnie Webb, president. 

John Battey. vice president. 

Cristine Webb, secretary/treasurer. 
The meeting was adjourned in time 
to join the weekly chat and surf the w eb. 

Thanks to the AUNT membership 
for making it a great time. 

CAB Driver 

by Lonnie Webb 

Searching the Web 

It has always been a pain to search 
the web. Alta Vista has been the 
strongest. Excite the innovator, 

InfoSeek the cutting edge, and Hotbot 
the clever one. Then they all became 
portals. News, weather, sports. 


headlines, stocks, surveys, special 
offers, and banner ads. 

Then free email. Then they 
incestuously bought each other up in 
some electronic Oedipus frenzy. 

Then, to make matters worse: 
framed ads! 

Can no one simply search the w eb 
anymore? 

Google to the Rescue 

Google.com is the simple search the 
web and get on with your life site. No 
ads. No obvious trickery and a pretty 
decent database. The site is simple 
enough to work on Palm's with 
ProxiWeb and Ataris with CAB. 

Google works for you and they w ill 
bend over backward to be your search 
engine. 

I can't figure out how they are doing 
it. The other mega engines are making 
money hand over fist. This one just does 
it's job. 

Conclusion 

Will it last? Probably not. Sooner or 
later the temptation will take over and 
Google w ill be as useless as the others. 
But here's hoping! 

Maybe the other w eb sites will get 
the clue: the internet wasn't built to suck 
money out of people. It w as just fine 
before Corporate America discovered it. 
I feel a little like Iron Eyes Cody, 
standing over the internet w asteland, 
muttering silently. "Don't ruin it!" 


Companies Mentioned 


Milan Computer 
www.milan-computer.de 

Hasbro 

www.hasbro.com 

www.atari.com 

Macromedia 

www.macromedia.com 

Adobe 

www.adobe.com 
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A Look in the 
Rear View Mirror 

1999 as best as we can 

remember it 

by Lonnie Webb 

For AUNT 1999 was exciting. We 
have seen the club surge in numbers and 
activities. Lots of energy has been put in 
to the club to keep it going and exciting. 

Atari came back to life in the hands 
of Hasbro. 

Y2K made a lot of us nervous and a 
few of us made some extra cash as a 
result. 

The twentieth century closes and 
this milienimn with it. Of all the wars 
and skirmishes and bad feelings, is there 
one thing that cost a person his life that 
we remember better than the words 
spoken? Words spoken by the likes of 
Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, 
Steven Hawking, Martin Luther King Jr, 
John F. Kennedy, Albert Einstein, or 
Christ for that matter, have changed the 
world. We remember and live by their 
words and those of others. Not World 
War I, or II. or Vietnam. Hopefully wc 
will learn this lesson and learn from 
those wars that the issues of the war do 
not change the world but the people 
who are there at the time. 

1999 saw the world turn from the 
PC craze to the ST's cousin, the Palm. 
Hopefully we will see a multi¬ 
processing and color version of the 
Palm OS in the upcoming years. 

Sadly, there were losses for AUNT. 
David Acklam lias mov ed on to Arizona 
and even though he is still with us over 
the net we miss him greatly. 

Violence has made 1999 memorable 
for unhappy reasons. Who can ever 
forget the horrible losses at Columbine, 
CO. Or the Wedgewood, TX shootings. 

I won't even try to put words on those 
losses. There were very good things that 
came as a result. Frank Peretti and 
others have begun a real campaign to 
get kids to look at how they treat each 
other; to get parents and teachers to look 
at what they are letting go on. Violent 
video games in the Doom genre finally 
are getting a second look, real people 
are finally being asked to be responsible 


for their families, guns, and 
entertainment choices. See You at the 
Pole showed the country that kids have 
more sense than adults when it comes to 
choosing between legalism and 
spirituality. There is hope for the next 
generation. 

Long term questions were asked: 
why is it illegal to sell organs, but it is 
legal to sell aborted babies or unborn 
embry os? Why do the courts tell us how 
to worship, now? Why is the United 
States making it illegal to have the 
freedoms that are available to 
communist citizens? Is the US to be the 
world policeman? 

The Internet boom has made it very 
easy to make money, but has taken 
away some of the spirit that fueled the 
original internet. The economy is doing 
well, but there is a worry that the new 
money printed to handle Y2K shortages 
might increase inflation. 

In the shadow of those tragedies of 
the year, we lost Jolrn F. Kennedy, Jr., 
DeForest Kelley, Clayton Moore, Maty 
Kay Bergman, and Dana Plato. Actors 
and an heir apparent, yes. but with 
television and movies so strong in our 
entertainment lives they touched most 
of us. 

These might have slipped by you: 

1- 4-1999 Oskie "Iron Eyes" Cody 
who will best be remembered as the 
Indian who shed a tear at America's 
rampant pollution in the now-legendary 
"Keep America Beautiful" public 
sendee announcements, beginning in 
1971 and running through the 1980s. 

2- 7-1999 Bobby Troup played Dr. 


Joe Early on Emergency. 

2- 9-1999 Gene Siskel 

3- 9-1999 Joe Dimaggio 

4- 20-1999 Jean Vander Pyl Voice 
of Wilma Flinston, Rosie the Robot, 
Pebbles. 

4-12-1999 Boxcar Willie 

4-14-1999 Ellen Corby Grandma 
Walton. 

4-19-1999 Senor Wences master 
ventriloquist.('"S okay? 'S awright!") 

6- 5-1999 Mel Torme 

7- 12-1999 Bill Owen Compo on 
Last of the Summer Wine 

7-20-1999 Sandra Gould took over 
the role of Mrs. Kravits on Bewitched 

7- 24-1999 Man Jane Croft 
Various Lucy shows 

8- 5-1999 Allen Funt Candid 
Camera 

8-22-1999 George C. Scott 

10- 26-1999 Hoyt Axton 

11- 3-1999 Ian Banncn lead 
character Jackie O'Sheav in "Waking 
Ned Devine" 

11-9-1999 Mabel King Mrs. 
Thomas on What's Happening! and 
Steve Martin's mother in "The Jerk" 

11- 29-1999 Gene Rayburn 
Hollywood Squares 

* 2-3-1999 Madeline Kahn 

12- 10-1999 Shirley Hemphill 
Shirley Wilson on What's Happening! 

Who will we lose this year? Billy 
Graham? Bob Newhart? Cindy 
Crawford? Keanau Reeves? Christopher 
Reeve? 

Who will replace those great people 
that have left us? Who will speak the 
words that change the w orld again? 
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David's 

Corner 

David A/. Acklani 


Happy New Year 
and welcome to 
Y2K With 1999 and the holiday season a pleasant 
memory, it is time again to look ahead to the tun 
and challenges of the new year. Looking at the 
December edition of the AUNT Bytes, it's obvious 
that Lonnie and Cris Webb have provided an 
excellent foundation for the Atari users of North 
Texas club to refocus and carry on in 2000 and 
beyond. Of course for folks like me that don't 
even live in Texas. AUNT has become more like 
its web site name, simply Atari Users. 

The challenge 1999 ottered to many of us 
Atarians was to figure out how to get on the 
Internet. Several of us were successtiil early on 
and have been working with others to help them 
come on board. Regardless of this success, we still 
have plenty of room to learn and grow in this New 
"t ear. Accessing the Internet on the Atari is a bit 
involved and can be somewhat frustrating. There 
is plenty of new and strange jargon and Internet 
gooblygock to play through when one first starts 
dealing with going on line. Unlike the plug and 
pla\ approach on today's PC's, us Atarians kind of 
have our roles reversed. I think most of us are 
using CAB and STinG to access the net. Although 
most of the default setup parameters will work 
just fine with these applications, they are still a bit 
challenging to get working. I used an article in the 
Edmonton's Atari club newsletter. REACH, to 
help get my system up and running. There's 
another article that was published in the Halifax 
Atari club's newsletter. XEST. this past summer 
that explains how to get a 1040ST with only a 
lloppy drive on line. Both illustrate that your 
club can be of great assistance with setting up 
these types of essential internet applications on 
your Atari computer. 

Another good point is these applications are 
still being supported and upgrades are still in 
work. On the down side, there are some 
limitations we have to deal with CAB and 
STinG. First. STinG does not support CHAP. 
Remember. CHAP is an acronym for 
Challenged Handshake Authentication Protocol. 
What this means is that some Internet Service 
Providers. ISP's, will not work with STinG if 
they only support CHAP. You will need to ask 
before you subscribe to an ISP to make sure 
they support Password Authentication Protocol. 
PAP. As for CAB. it currently does not support 
JAVA scripts and security encryption. I've not 
run into problems yet that I can specifically 
blame on JAVA but I've had a few sites that 
caused my system to bomb in the middle of 
accessing a subselection which may have been a 
JAVA script. I understand that there are 
developers in our niche community that are 
working the JAVA script problem and hopefully 
we will see that in a future upgrade to CAB. 

As for the security issues. I'm not sure if 
this is a problem with CAB or something that 
can be handled on the web site side. I'm not 
taking any chances so I don't order on line with 
mv credit card. Maybe we can get a better or 


more complete answ er from some of the experts 
in our reading audience to this concern. 

Somewhat subtle limitations I've run into are 
simply file sizes. I'm accessing the net with my 
old TT, which has only X megs of RAM and a 120 
megabyte hard drive. Today's PC's have huge hard 
drives and at least an order of magnitude more 
RAM. Some of the attached files that people send 
these days could simply overwhelm my little 
system and probably cause it to choke. Of course 
the problem would be amplified if you are using 
even a smaller system setup such as an old 1040 
ST with only a floppy drive. 

There are a lot of graphics that show up at the 
various web sites and they can really slow our 
Atari machines down. If you don't mind not 
viewing this eye candy, you can turn them off in 
the options settings on CAB and it will buy you 
back some speed. For myself, this has become a 
notable problem at our new Genie web site. As 
many of you are aware. I've been on the old Genie 
system for years. At the beginning of last month 
Genie announced to its members that the old 
Genie system would be shutting down on 
December 27th and their new- Internet Genie site 
would take over the operation. We heard this a 
year ago but nothing much happened other than 
the Internet site and all the round tables remained 
essentially under construction throughout 1999. 
Well there has been a flurry of activities in the old 
Genie round table area this past month as us 
remaining diehard Atarians have been assisting 
each other with getting CAB and STinG working 
on all those folks systems that hadn't yet made the 
change. I really enjoyed seeing all the daily traffic 
as it brought back fond memories of the earlier 


years on Genie. We won't have Aladdin on the 
new Genie so it is going to be an interesting 
challenge working in this new- environment. 
Hopefully the historical files and software 
libraries will be transferred over to the new Genie 
system. The software library contains over 39.000 
files in the Atari ST area alone and that would be 
huge chunk of Atari history to lose. I'll have more 
on this in the future. 

Last, I stopped by the local Apple dealer the 
other day to see if I could pick up a good used 
external hard drive for my TT. To my surprise, 
they had almost a dozen used Mac's for sale with 
prices ranging from $200 up to $700. All were 
power PC's with the high end a G3 system. With 
MagicMac. these could all be very powerful Atari 
clones. The Cr3 can run MagicMac with the speed 
and power equal or greater than my lost T60 I 
also looked at the new Mac systems and the iMac 
is now a G3 system and can had for around 
$1,300. The new' G4 system is even more 
powerful, first PC that does more than a billion 
FLOPS, floating point operations per second, and 
is classified as a super computer. DOD 
supposedly has restrictions on who can purchase 
this machine. It too can be purchased for far less 
than what I bought my T60 for just a couple of 
years ago. For now 1 plan to keep using my Atari 
systems but since I probably will never see my 
T60 return from Mr. Krowchuk. I think there are 
some interesting options for a future replacement. 

Regards, 

David 
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The scheduled dates for our next three meetings are 

January 8 
February 12 

Meetings begin at 11:00 AM 
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